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FOR THE WESTERN EXAMINER. | been ‘sutliciently y enligh tened and: intelligent, to 
render a mere opiniona demonstrable fact. The 
Te the Pin Sheonerd.> St. Louis minds of men, depending on cera rganisn- 
° |tion, are prone to adopt similar views whether 
Srr,—Since you have assumed something of} right or wrong. Thus a fallacy, such as witchcraf’, 
a tangible shape i in your second and third num-|alchymy, necromancy, the belief of aGod, &e 
bers, | shall proceed to notice vour lucubrations. igrowing out of circumstances by which men are 
Your first number was such a mass of incohe- isurrounde:s & which arefavored,in their influence 
rences, that J hope I was pardened for giving |by the natural ignorance of the mind,may become 
it the go-by. As you intimate this mey have jalmost universal. But does it thenec follow that 
been attributable, measurably, to bad typogra-| such falacies arotrue? Before Astroxomy had, i 
phy. Iam willing to give } you credit for more!a measure, dissipated the film thrown over sh 
than the article, as pvinted, expressed, lence by the Bible, “universal consent,” cr con- 
You complain of my strictures upon your|sent as nearly universal as that of the existence 
having used the work of Muzzarilli too frequent-|of a God, declarod that the earth wae an out- 
ly without giving credit, and attempt to excuse |stretched plain. Now what right had asironc. 
yourself by claiming his arguments as common | mers to oppose this “universal consent?” Sup- 
property. I shail not quarrel with you about | posing that some one of tho priests who brought 
this matter,—+though J still think that when the|about the recantation "of Galileo, wovld have 
very words of an author are not departed from, |thrown into “a logical form,” his objectionr, and 
credit should be given. I have not réad one or! while the philosop ‘ver was upon his knees beg- 
two of the works you refer me to, as containing | ging pardon for his damnable heresy, had ad 
the same matter, but with regard to the rest, [' dressed him thus: 
know that they contain no such arguments--if| “Agreeably to tha consent of mankind, and 
Muzzarilla’s deserve the name—nor any thing|the word of that Power which rules all nature, 
in the same style of writing. How you can!and which man ought to honor and to fear, the 
loal not guilty tothe charge of plagiarism, Ijcarth on vhich we stand is an outstretched 
now not. But let that pass. ‘plain, witlr pillars under it; therefore, impio: is 
As you have stated corr ectly my argument ‘heretic, thy theory is firtile ané p! laephe mous.’ 
against your (or Mazz: villi? s) proposition, as to| Now what would Galileo have thought of thir? 
the existence of a God, I shall offer nothing in| | Would he not have exlaimed, as he did. “! 
nddition to it: it sneaks for itself. .I am giad,| moves for all?” Thus atheists reply to rou: 
however, to learn that vou have got to “hate |“cornmon consent” argument. They do not ar 
quibbling and sophistry.” It has long been “alsent toit because to them it ino proof, and you 
Prone” 3p ert wt devoutly to be wished.” Stick to;must resort fo rome more rational means of 
Repentance comes better late than never—!| convincing them,.if you hope for their conver- 
thotigh I should have been pleased had there | sion. Errors of almvat every hind have been 
been a little more evidence of. said hatred in} | popular—almst universal! ;—the theory of the 
vour remarks accompanying the atgument re-|ciretilation of the blood—who but one or two 
ferred to. ipersons ever dreampt of it before the time of 
My argument against “common consent” be-/ Hervey? Yet its antithesis must hove been 
ing also given correctly, I shali content myself} true accorting to your argument. Really froth 
with giving your reply in “logical form,” as|nmst be mutable! . ; 
you have it. You begin vour third Dialogua by refernng 
“Agreeably to the consent of mankind, there! to the argument of Design. You have distinet- 
is in this vistble world an invisible Power, ly stated my ol! jections | to tts argement, for 
which rules all nature, and which man ought to! which J thank vou, but vou have fhiled to re 
honorand fear; therefore there is such a Pow-}move those objections. Yo: cannot, however, 
er; therefore there is a God.” give up the notion, that the xdaptation of nate- 
It is assumed ‘here {what is not proven) that/ral objects to each other, evinees some design- 
all nations have ever believed in the existence) ing power or inte'licence. T distinctly stated 
of a God, and, of course, that all nations have! that | did not believe that what we usually call 
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design, w was such, or evinced ‘intelligence, whi whe-|to doubt your word,and set down a part of 
ther of “nature,or any thing else. Must the ele-| your confession, to a sort of self accusation-— 
ments ofa chrystal be intelligent to induce their not entirely true. Fearing that I might be sus- 
attraction and peculiar arrangement? We find| |pected of misrepresentation, I must give this 
this modifying power, or aptitude in nature, and part of your argument in extenso. But are you 
that is all we know about it, however humiliating | not, really, burlesquing the Christian Religion? 
the fact may be. The “God-like reason” of man, “Ethics and Jurisprudence, Sir, furnish a 
however, has invented a chimera, behind which stronger proof of the existence of a Supreme 
to shield its ignorance. This is your infinitely Being than you are perhaps aware of. Do you, 
designing intelligence—about as intelligible to Sir, admit that the idea of virtue and vice is not 
common sense, as the vis medicatriz nature.—|a vain chimera; in other words, do you grant 
The phlogiston or the tentor of human patholo-| that crime is not an empty name, and that vir- 
BY, OF in theology, the mystery of the Eucharist.| tue is never a mere folly? If you do, I say that 
You tell me, “Every effect supposed a cause.” ! you cannot reasonably refuse to admit a Su- 
grant every effect, demonstrably so, does evince preme Master of our nature. I prove my asser- 
acause. But, Sir, upon thesame ground that you tion. Ifthere is no God, the man who makes 
would tell me that God was hot an effect, on that virtue the invariable base and rule of his con- 
very ground do Jreply that nature or the visible duct is a fool. Virtue, Sir, is generally a sac- 
universe, is not. You reply, that nature possesses rifice which we make of ourselves, that is of our 
not intelligence, and that God does; which in tastes of our inclinations , of our interests, either 
the first place is not proven, and in the second, to God orto our fellow-men. Hence it follows 
if proven would avail nothing, until you could that the practice of virtue is generally a series 
disprove that there is such a thing as inherent of sacrifices unpleasant and painful to our na- 
affinity in bodies. ‘ture. Now if there exist no God, those sacri- 
Our reasoning upon cause and effect cannot fices viewed with regard toa God, are undovbi 
go beyond nature. Let us edduce a familiar edly useless,and considered with respect to our 
example. “We behold an exquisitely finished fellow-men, they are often equally unprofitable 
painting; the painting suppeses intelligence.” to us.” 
Very good; but why? -Wehave yourownan-| Here, then, we have the ultraism of Chris- 
swer, *‘we find this intelligence i in the man that tian ethics. Act uprightly, or bell is your por- 
made the painting,” that is, and solely, because tion. “If there is no God, the man who makes 
we have seen men make paintings, or have virtue the invariable base and rule of his con- 
evidence that the skill of man is adequate to duct, IS A FOOL!!! “What wonder that the 
such a result. When we sce the painter, how-| priesthood, many of whom are really unbeliev- 
ever, the analogy is at nn end: we never saw, ers, are so frequently dishonest and licentious. 
nor can we conceive how, God, or something, That virtue is its own reward, is no part of 
of which we know nothing, could make a man. their creed. “Virtue,” they tell us, “is a saeri- 
I know not, I care not, “how the first. man was fice of ourselves, unpleasant and painful to our 
tormed,” or whether, his species be co-eternal, nature.” They therefore, disbelieving their 
with the restof the universe. Itis justas reason-) own dogmas, have no incentive to the practice 
able (and indeed more so, for we have certain) ‘of virtue, and. are just, by force of such views, 
knowledge as to the existence of man) to say that} what we too often find them——mercenary , licen- 
man existed eternally, as to say that God-—a) tious and vain. 
something that we never saw, felt, heard, smelt,| But with those who make a proper estimate 
or tasted, in fact a something about which we |of the worth of virtue the case is otherwise.--- 
know nothing--2 supposition, a meré chimera|Teach a man that vice is alluring and virtue 
—eristed eternally. ‘‘ifere we are ready to| ‘repulsive, and he indeed will require “the hang- 
iaeet you.” “Go straight forward, Sir,” “and| man’s whip” toforce him to the performance of 
tell us how “God” could be self-existent, if man|his duty, but make him in love with virtue---for 
cannot be. \its own sake—and he will need no lash to re- 
I have been particularly entertained, Sir, mind him of his duty. This is by no means idle 
by your remarks on Ethics and Jurisprudence. \speculation; it is a conclusion warranted by 
1 begin to suspect that I have been in the habit) facts. How else can we account for a single 
of giving tothe Christian worid, greater credit! good act performed by one who believes not 
for honesty and sincerity of purpose than it de-|in—or thinks very little about—the doctrine of 
serves. Why, Sir, who would have thought) future rewards and punishments? Indeed, for 
that you were such scoundrels, as you represent) the honor of human nature, “FOOLS” must _ 
yourselves to be? Indeed, I must be permitted) be numerous, if virtue is necessarily repulsive. 
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“He that does good to another,” says Seneca,| Yet in the assumption that such would be the 
“also does good to higself; not only in the case, rests the whole force of your argument.— 
consequence, but in the very act of doing it;} Away with such puerile sophistry ! 
for the consciousness of weil-doing is an ample} You remark, “it is quite easy to infor what 
reward.” |effects the principles of Atheism, if reduced to 

“In speaking of morals,” says Bentham, “it| practice by all men, would produce in society.” 
has hitherto been the invariable practice to|'True; the inference is easy; it admits ofa state 
speak of man’s duty and nothing more. Yet! ‘of things just such as Jeremy Bentham would 
unless it can be shown thata par ticular action, | have predicted, in the carrying out of those 
or course of conduct, 1s for a man’s happiness, | principles laid dowa by him as the proper basis 
the attempt to prove to him that it is duty, is a/of sound morality ; and | challenge you, Sir, to 
waste of words. Yet with such a waste of|adduce, as an ofiset to the provable fulfilment 
words, has the field of ethics been filled. Ajofsuch a prediction, any deficiency ef moral 
man, @ .aoralist, getsintoan elbow chair, andjconduct in Atheists generally, You can co 
pours forth pompous dogmas about duty and| this without fear of being personal. {[ shall re- 
duties. Why is he not listened to? Because | ly upon your honor in replying to the following 
every man is thinking about his interests. It)query: Have you not,’ in your intercourse 
is a part of his very nature to think first about vith ‘mankind, found, that those who possessed 
interests. It is not alwavs that he takes a correct | ino religious feeling whatever, were as strictly 
view of his interests. Did he always do that, he} honorable and honest, as those who, in point of 
would obtain the greatest possible portion of|religion, were directly their opposiie? Call 
felicity; and were every man, acting with al them “fools” if you choose, but answer candid- 
correct view to his own interest, to attain the |ly as to this fact, 
maximum of attainable happiness, mankind; That what you term natural law cannot 
would have reached the millemitinrof accessible} exist without supposing a divine legislator, is v1 
bliss, and the end of morality, the general hap-| assumption based upon your theory of the repul- 
piness, would have been accomplished. 0<7-To| siveness of virtue, If it is alike conducive te 
prove that an immoral action isa miscalculation| the pleasure and interest of society to be jusi 
of self-interest—to show how erroneous an es-! and virtuous, it is very easy to infer a law, 
timate the vicious man makes of pains and| merely human, which would be as binding up- 
pleasures—-this is the purpose of the sound|on all as though it emanated froma superbu- 
and intelligent moralist. Unless he doe this,|mansource. The whole question turos upon 
he does nothing; for thata man should not this principle of ethics, and upon this | am at all 
pursue what he deems conducive to his hap-| times ready and willing to meet you, 











piness, is, in the very nature of things impos-| VOSSIUS 

sible.” N. B. Will you beso good, in your ne xt, us 
Such are the sentiments of two of the great-|(o define the word Spirit, as by you used? Y. 

est moralists of ancient and modern times. Yet —<fif— 

“fools” are they who are virtuous from any other POR THE WESTERN EXAMINER. 

motive than that furnished by the mere ipse CHOP-LOGIC. 


dixit of the priesthood, the bugbear, future pun-| Messrs. Editors:—I have often been amu- 
ishment! What a very compliment to that|sed with the logic of some of your contemporn- 
Power, which is supposed to have formed the|ries. The following is a specimen, which { Gad 
human mind—a mind so despicable as such a!in the “Shepherd,” of the Sth inst. [tis Zazto- 
doctrine would argue! rial! 

¥et, after all, what argument in favor of the} “If the investigation of Trura is one of tle 
hypothesis of a God, would be afforded by an}noblest pursuits to which man can consecrate 
acknowledgement of the utility of religion.—|the energies of i:s mind, it cannot be denied [ !] 
Does it follow, as a matter of course, that be-| that a paper w hich is profess sedly devoted to tie 
cause some parents are so reckless as to allowjcause of ‘rutrum musi be beneficial to so 
their children to be frightened into ebedience, jciety”!!!!! 
by tales of bugaboos, that such creaturesexist 2} Mc, Dowali’s Journal, and several other 

Does it follow, that because bad men may {works which it would not be modest to name, 
sometimes be restrained by the fear of hell,/have been “professediy devoted to the cause ot 
there isa hell! That because the hope of re-| Truth,” and therefore inust hava been “ben«4- 
ward frem some. supposed being, may conduce |cial to society!” Oh fora logical quill from 
to the performance of a duty, there is such a|thy grey-goose, fiiend “Shepherd.” 
being inreality! Let common sense decide. | TYCHO, 
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VOR THS WESTERN BXaMiNeE. | powerful, and diabolical imposition, ever prompt- 

THE DUTY OF SKEPTICS. ed by human hate. What language can ex- 

There is something amiable and inspiring in| press the emotions of abhorrence with which it 
the contemplation of a,mind devoted to others’/should be viewed, and the docm to whichit 
good. To do good, is obligatory upon alj.--| willbe consigned. How grievous the tax under 


ae ay 
. 


Prereq lisite’to this, the grand question, “ What! which it lays thenation. Fortified by its num- 
wil. be productive of others’ good,” must be de- 'bers and resources, exalted to the skies in self-es- 
cided. There must be no dabling:—Who has/teem, she loudly talks of* latter day glory,’ whea 
the right to play wiih others’ interests! The! her victorious sceptre will be extended over the 
ind, with its mighty energies, must be nerved| whole world, and nota (skeptic) dog to molest or 
to the work s aud no one can, with impunity, | to make afraid m all “the holy mount.” Where 
allow another to think for Aim. The inquiry/ will not posterity inscribe the name of the deliv- 
must not Je, “What principies and conduct will erer of his country from the iron jaws and rapa- 
reoder me inoat oupular, and best serve my see-|Cious maw of such a monster! Benevolence of 
ular interests; for he is a mercenary coward, the world! Power of congregated hosts! here is 
unworthy of society, upon the vitals of which ihy work, and here shall be the theatre of 
he ig an incubus, who dare not, or who will not, thine immortal glory. ‘Ifskepticism be ‘the on- 
evow and defend truth, to the sacrifize of per-'ly means of the salvation of the world, from the 
sonal emoluinent. ‘The mereenary dupes of tyrranny, the moral degradation and rivers of 
such seaifist: principles, who will not take the | blood, that follow in the wake of Christianity, if 
pins to investigate deeply, or having found the| skeptics are the first who have escaped its dire- 
cut will not evow it, always mistake their! ful curse, and ifthe world leoke to them for de- 
real interest, and contract a moral disease which |liverance, will skeptics remain indifferent? But 
blaste all trae happiness. ‘ihe sordid motives,| What shall bedone? Itis hardly necessary to 
by which they have embraced error, have en-/|State that the press is our main dependence, if 
gendered a poison, which pollutes every dish, |it be not indeed our only hope. For centuries, 
uud mingles in every cup. Radient truth, pre-| Christianity has used this engine of power with 
sents the on/y path to true happiness and unsul-| but too much success, while the friends of hu- 
lied glory. ‘fuough the whole world may be/|manity have been too idle, in no other way 
iu arvay, the path of daty, ever like the princi- can one half so much be accomplished by the 
}4es upon which it ia eternally based, remains/Same expense and labour, all must be aware. 
gachanced. | Why, then, do such as are already established 
Nor is the path of duty so difficult of access,/Teceive but a moiety of support; so much 60 
True, there ure barriers, high & deep barriers,| that it is extremely to be feared that even those 
but ourselves have creaied them. Such, are the /!ew lights that shine amid the moral carkness, 
pride of denomination, the prejudice of educa-| Will become extinct for want of patronage.— 
uon, together with ail the vast variety of influ-| Can we believe,--must we be forced to the con- 
ence which leads mien to believe and 1) do, ma-| clusion, that skeptics will look upon the extin- 
By things; not because they have proved them guishment of this last hope with indifierence, 
truth and duty; but,(Oh! shame!) because oth-|and that too, when it may be for want of patron- 
ers do thus, aud thus believe! When these ar- 8ge themselves have pledged, and long since 
tifisial barriers are removed, the attinity of mind|@ue on subseription!/ Shall those who have so 
nnd truth will net permit the presumption, that | Valorously assumed the whole pecuniary, as 
we Mav, jn vain, search for duty, Doubtless,/ Well as moval responsibility, be left to cancel 
minds, viffering 1a their capacity, will vary in| the heavy bills which in many Instances have 
the extent of the principles which they may em-|been necessary to their present existence? If 
brace; but every mind, above idiecity, may dis-|5% then, farewell to hope of our country’s rescue 
linguish truth from error. It is not my present|~~ ruth and Freedom, a long—long fare- 
purpose to contrast and decidg upon the com.| Well! But no:—Humanity, forbid it! Let 
parative merits of christianity end skepticism, | 4S henceforth rally around the standard. 
believing the truth to have been satisfactorially!  “ Gods! Can skeptics long debate 


2A , yo ‘ : ; rw ' 
exhibited in former numbers of the Examiner;| | Which of the two to choose, sLavery, oF DATA: 
No! Let us rise at once, gird on the sword, 





but believing skeptics siacere and conscientious ; And at the head of our remaining troops, 
without assumption, and with permission, I will Attack the foe, break through the thick arfay, 
proceed tu point out soxe dutics necessarily in- And charge home upon him. Perhaps, 


volved in the adeptior s icism. ft'sk +f Some arm, more lucky than the rest 
7 el option ‘Of stepuctem Nem eat May reach his heart and free the world from bandage! 


wr rn . : ; ; ; ; ; 'C } . ~ . if hl 
scisin be true, Ms apposite, christianity, €\ ond Riso Fathers, rise! The world demands your help.” 
in its raildest form, uiust be the basest, the most} PHILOS KOSMOS, 
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FOR THE WESTERN Examiner. (If the motive and zeal in the pursuit be com- 
DISINTERESTED BENEVOLENCE. |mensurate with our estimata of the object, 
What is it? Where does it exist? Whobas|which,I believe, is not doubted, the skeptic 
not heard it an hundred timer asserted that dis-|cannot have so powerful a motive, nor so muck 
interested benevolence is the trxe mark of the|zeal, as he who believes the bible. The skep- 
christian charecter, that it distinguishes the!tic estimates all things by the duration and un- 
man of God from the man ofthe Devil. We'certainty of this life: The christian, by the cer 
are told that we should. renounce self, which |tainty and interminable extent of eternity!! 
constitutes the essence of sin, and henceforth /not to mention the relativo value of the nature 
adopt and practice the disinterested holy prin-|of the heavenly estate. ‘The christian is com- 
ciples of the gospe!. Was there ever a greater|mended to “so run that he may osrarx:” The 
imposition than christians practice upon them-'skeptic desires no more—the attainment of his 
selves and others!—As if the bible taught and | object, is the height of his desire! In the bible, 
inculcated such a princip!e!! No doubt christ-| the christian is presented as always rejoicing ix 
ians believe it does, and with how much propri-! view of his prospects and privileges. “Beloved, 
ety, let us inquire. lit doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we 
Not to stop to examine whether the supposi-|know that when ho shall appear, we shall be 
tion be paradoxical, which may not be doubted, like him.” “All are yours.” Does the unbe- 
a peep into the bible will determine whether it|liever any more, than rejoice. To oxultin his 
enjvins, exclusively, motives of which self-in-!own unspeakable interest, is the christians pre- 
terest constitutes no part. Itis not denied that/dominant, ruling passion, “strong in death!” In- 
christianity presents new objects of pursuit, its|deed, itis the boast of christianity, that the ar- 
whule teudency being to detach the mind from! dor of its principles is not ab: ted, much less de- 
this world, until 1ts votary seems like the being|stroyed, by death; and how better, can we de 
of another world; elevated in self-esteem, and |termine the strength of this ardor, than by this, 
acknowledging no affinity to surrounding ob-|what christians call “all! trying crucible.” Said 
jects. But it is confidently asserted, with the| Paul, while waiting the hour of execution by 
proof, that the whole influence of the bible con-|Nero, “] am about to be offered, and tho time of 
sists in its powerful and direct appeal, to the | my departure is at hand:—henceforth there is 
eelf-love of the human heart. It urges and/laid up for mea Crownaf Glory!” “Todie is 
weans from sensible worldly objects, only by!gain!” Hence, he says “I desire todepart and 
presenting an “inheritance incorruptible, unde-!be with Christ, whick is Fan BETTER!!!" Was 
filed, and that fadeth not away.”. ‘Transcend-/itever recorded or known, that the skeptic, die- 
ant glory! streets of gold!! city of the Living| ing, in peace, as ho does, rejoiced in his posses- 
God!!! River and tree of Life!!!! marriage sup-{sions? The irresistible conclusion must thence 
per of the Lamb, far more exceeding and eter-|be, that no being under heaven canbe so selfish 
nal!!!!! are but part of the attraction which/as he who truly believes, and governs his con- 
fascinates the sou! to forsake all earthly things./duct by the Bible! And if it can be presumed 
Nor is thisall. On the other hand, threatning| there is such a principle as ‘disinterested benev- 
al such as resist the authority and influence of|olence’ in existence, the christian, of all others, 
the bible, yawns the vortex of eterna: death. {Las tho least shadow of just claim to it. 
Vials of God's wrath! smoke oftorment,ascend-; But what is disinterested benevolence ? Its 
ing up forever and ever!! scorpion lash, and un-| definition, must be its own refutation. Itis a 
dying worm of death eternal!!! weeping, wail-|solecism in language, in supposition, a paradox. 
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! is the language 












































ing, and gnashing of teeth!!! Disinterosted, is to-have no concern ; at least, no 
interest. How then can there be motive to 
action, where there can be nointerest? Grati- 
fication of desire is pleasure, and pleasure is in- 
terest. Can any one doany act withouta desire 
todo it? And if there be a desire, and that de- 


by which is portrayed the unutterable doom of 
the damned. 

Charge us not with exaggeration. Hag not 
an apostie declared, “it hath not entered into 





the heart of man to conceive of the joys in re- 









serve, for those who love God ;” and has not lan-/sire gratified,can the act prompted by desire, 
guage ever been acknowledged poor, in descri-!and attended by the pleasure of the gratification 
bing the herror and pain, of eternal reprobation !!of that desire; [ say,can such act be disinteres 

Hence, by no means, is it difficult to deter-jted? There is no such thing then, as this prin- 
mine the charactor of the motives which christ-/ciple which christians, and Doctors of Divinity, 








ianity inspires. If my representation be cor- | 
rest, and who can deny it, I ask, Is it possible 
for the skeptic to bo 60 selfish as the christian. | 


have so long contended constitutes ibo sine gum 
non of religious character—-it vanishes at touch. 


What then must we thiak of the guiNbility of 
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christians, what ol’ their temerity ahd absurdi-|To which the latter will reply—‘How dare you 
ty, in calling upom others, to renounce the idol 'disbelieve these divine truths—for our revela- 
of solfand turn to the living God! “O, the folly | tion was disseminated, preached, and explained 


ofarxnzxs!!” ‘in an enlightened day, among the learned and 
PHILOS. KOSMOS. _jintelligent citizens of the United States, where 
—<ff>-— ‘conscience and the press were entirely free; & 


WRITTEN FOR ‘THE WESTERN EXAMINER. they did not contradict it.? Hence cur only 
ANCIENT AND MODERN MORMONISM, _ possible supposition is, that the public were over- 
‘There is this diffurence between Christians & jawed by such an awitul display of divine reve- 
Pagans; the latter reduce agop to a MAN,2ndjlation! And I, therefore, dere not disbelieve it! 
the former raise a MAN toa Gop.’—pr.cotron.| Now where is the positive proof which our 
‘By falsities und lies, the greater part descendant ought iv have, to silence, at once, 
Of mankind the corrupted !’—mu.. Par. Los7, | this future hypocrite, fanatic, impostor, or fool? 
I HAVE sometimes been at a loss to account it should be. the unanimous testimony of all the 
for the fact, that so base, puorile, and insignifi- writers of the age and country, in which the 
cant an imposition upon common sense, as| revelation is feigned to have been made. 
the Mormon Revelation, has not excited, among). Iw ill now trace a Comparison, which [ think 
the most intelligent part of our citizens, at least, highly iliu.trative of my present position. 
a refutation. But itis suffered to pass from You are te understand then, that we have other 
year toyear, and mo one says or writes, tho” Mormon vooks, or revelations of more ancicnt or- 
every well-informed individual knows it is a! i!"5 and there isone to whichI would partucu- 
fraud, of the most pitiful character! * \larly allude, which wes got up about eighteen 
Tho leaders of this fallacious dogma, are| hundred years ago. 
travelling, preaching, and enlisting proselytes| The real history of this ancient Mormon book, 
in every section of the country, with no other|® far as it is known, bears a close analo- 
salutary opposition than the silent smile of pity, Y ' My anuicipations of the modern 
from the better informed part of society. Look |2¢- Thenas the known history ofthe ancient 
atthe moral and intellectual character of the| Mormon book, bears a close comparison to what 
leaders and followers of this faith! They are, | May be reasonably anticipated concerning the 
with few exceptions, the very dregs and sedi-| modern one, is it not equally reasonable to be- 
ment of society! Destitute, alike, of all litera- lieve, that the origin of the ancient book was 
ry and mental acquirements. 1 have seen the |also analogous to the well known origin of the 
epistles of some of their leading ministers, in| modern oue? Is it now too late in the day to 
which there was-not one sentence of correct/02tain authenticated facts relative to these old 
language. But they say that the Lord chooses ‘fabulous writings; reason and common sense, 
the weak things of this world, to confound the | therefore, are the only landmarks by which we 
wise. |can govern our indistinct vision. Surely these 
Weall see that, futile and contemptible as’ subjects are worthy the attention of every indi- 
their revelation is, they do not lack for believe-| vidual who gropes for TRUTH among the men- 
ers.and followers; fer the fact cannot be! tal fogs of ancient ignorance and superstition. 
conceiled, that a small portion only of| 1 will now continue the comparison : 
mankind, and still smaller of woman-kind, are| The ancient revelation, by hearsuy, had a di- 
yet intdllectual beings, How long will it be be-| vine agent, or founder, Christ, the modern one 
fore their: siety, as Isaw it written in a letter|also has a Joe Smith, to whom are attributed, 
from one of their priests, will become sufficient-|by hisfollowers, nearly the same qualities of 
ly numerous to render their system of faith pop-|character. ‘The modern is acknowledged by 
ular? ‘Then they will have thousands of intel-| bis own followers, to be illiterate and destitute 
ligent: and influential members; for, to the dis-)of general information: the ancient is alse said 
grace of human natureibe it said, thereisa great|to have been uniearned and ignorant. The 
portion of men, and greater of women,who are|modernis known to be a base impostor; the 
always ready tosubscribe to any opinion which ancient is aiso known to have been the* same, if 
has the longost list of the wealthy and influen-| we can dependupon ihe writings of his early 
tiales followers, who say that he pretended to be the 
When that day comes, one of our descendants,|son of God! Both theso imposters, end their 
in. conversation witha modern Mormonite, will| carly followers, met physicalj opposition, which 
say*“Your Mormon book and Religion isan en-|only tended to enhance their cause. The early 
tire fraud and imposition uponcommon sense; followers of beth were the low uaiettered refuse 
I believe nothing in its reputed authenticity.’ of society; asecriing, as I eaid before, that their 
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Lord chooses the weak things of this world, to 


confound the mighty! 

I will now continve the comparison, and show 
that these two divine revelations, as they are 
ignorantly called,are not the only ones wih 
which common sense and mankind have been 


insulted, and that allare, ina greater or less de. 


gree, alike. 

First, the Jews had a Mormon book, which 
they say their God dictated to Moses, their in- 
spir | Cry: yy _" and ay Pee Mo 3 , lew 
S} re ‘Ounce? ing ieacer. SYLOSES WOTKS, 
ct doudtiul, except in 


which are, tn eve: 
ignorance, viigariiy, and se!lfcontradiction, are 


"respea 


expanded, as you a!] know, by a tedious mass 
of incoherent history, poetry and romance.— 
These were the c | effusions of wandering 
shepherds, musicians and mountebanks. The 
fre ents were at distant intervals, 
a cor to suit the faith of 
each successive nscriber and commentator. 
I would a!so hint thet it was not impossible for 


these writings, unin j 
ed great perversion from their original meaning, 
by being transcribed for many centuries, be- 
fore printing was invented. The-text, in mod- 


ern times has come toa standard, ewing to the | 
multiplied dupiicates of printing; and hypo- | 


crites are now obliged to mould their faith to the 
book, instead of moulding ths book to their faith. 
Such, then, is the ‘questionable shape” in which 
an ali-wise Being communicates his ‘werd,’ eh! 
—Ridiculous!!! 

Secondly, the Turks have a divine revelation, 
which they say was communicated to Mahomet 
by anangel. 


‘ntionally, to have suffer-| 


Mahomet is the author of the en-| 


'ral causes of euch operations, ain immediate ef- 
fect, produced by the physical power of some 
‘ghost or hobgoblin! Ignorance is always ready 
‘to attribute any thing beyond its comprehen- 
sion to super-natural causes, instead of ranging 
the fields of scienee for solutions; where all 
things are explained on natural and rational 
‘principles. Hence, we seethat human nature 
in its unenlightened state, has always been 
predisposed to believe in- the marvellous; and, 
in matters of religion, these that; opposed such 
blind credulity, were finally obliged to submtt 
to the popular voice, having long and unsue- 
cessfully combatted the ignorance of the multi 
tude. 

Now it is obvious to me, after weighing such 
various opinions as 1 have been able to elicit, 


. that our enlightened citizens regard this late 


Mormon book, as an artifice so vile, shallow, 
and conte:nptible, that it never can deceive one 
intelligent imdividual; therefore they think it 
unworthy of so much notice asa contradiction! 
And such was unquestionably the opimion of 
the learned ancients, concerning the former 
revelations. 

But we have seen by unhapry experience, 
how luxuriantly the weeds of error take roots 
and flourish. I judge of the future by the past; 
for human nature is the same, in all ages and 
nations. Therefore I say, that without a time- 
lv interference by us, our desendants will suffer 
the same impositions for want of our testimo- 
ny which we now suffer for tha want of the tes- 
timony of those who were corstemporary with 
Tiberias Cwsar. 



































‘tire book, and pretended to be a divine ageat.. 
His followers are numerous and powerful to this | 
dav; regarding Christians as abandoned inf | 
dels, and Christ asan impostor. These stigmas. 
are retorted by christians, but are applicable to|1J, §. frigate Potomac, who was discharged 
doth! ‘upon her arrival here, a year pr two ago, went 
I will now introduce an illustration of the cre- | into a bank to receive his p2y, when he es- 
dlulity ofignorance: IfI should say I saw a liv-| pied upon the desk in the front of him the 
ing man, in day time, leap over the two-horned | word *CottecTion’—honest Jack, supposing it 
church in Cincinnati, probably no person in the |t) be a charity box, dropped in a five dollor note, 
world would believe me; butif I should say I\exclaiming—-Bless the widow and father- 
saw a corse rise out of the church-yard near |jecs?—M. Post. 
that buildingin the night, leap over it and back | 
again; then take wings and fly away, every | ws ‘ : 
soucertet fool in the United States would prob- | Original Anccdote.-—A man — this owe 
ably believe me! Now which would be most|!ately let a farm toan Irishman wat suave. - 
likely to perform that feat of agility—a living | When a calf on the farm had arrived at a mar- 


. e | ¥ C 
man, or adead one? Would the latter? Whew! ketable age, the landlord sent his boy to get 
Here, then. we see the propensities of igno- | half the calf—the tenant went to the barn, 
rance to believe impossiilities Even the ‘caught the animal, cut off his head and tai! with 

: tre “4 ‘ \ a ote : 
common natural Jaws, impressed upon the ele.) ~ -— a a eons Fm scandal 
ments and solar system, are often supposed to |'€DgtH'v1se, touna the centre of the truns, 

. : _ The boy looked on with aston- 


be, by those who do not comprehend the nata-/Cut It in two. 


A, H. M. 





A story from Johx.—One of’ the erew of the 
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be et ee + ee 


ishment at the butchery, and when told to take| 


his haif, ebserved that his father always skin-| 
ned a calf beferre he cut it up—*Ah, an’ faith”, 
says Pat, “tell your father he muet pale it as 
he ates it.”—Belfast ( Me.) Jour. 


a a we se 


Say, whatarmor of defence 


Have we but—indiference? 
But to live uvhurt in slander? 


Reader, be what you appear, 


OE en 










































THE BALLOON. 

BY Miée LUCY AIEER.. 
Theairy chip at anchor rides; 
Proudly heaves her painted sides, 

Impatient of delay; 

And now har silken form expands, 
She eprings aloft, she bursteher bands 
Bae floate upon her way, 


How swift! for now I see her sail 
High mourited on tae viewless gale, 
Aad speeding up the sky, 

And now a speck in either tost, 
A moment seep, o moment lost-- 
She cheatsiny dazzled eye. 


Bright wander, thee no flapping wing, 

Wo laboring oar, no bounding spring, 
Urge on thy fleet career; 

Ry native buoyancy impelled, 

Thy easy Might was smoothly held 
Along the silent sphere. 


Mo eurling mist et close of light, 
No meteor on the Breast of night, 
No cloud at breezy dawn; 
No leaf adown the summer tide 
Mere effortless is seen to glide, 
Or shadoay o’er the Jawn. 


Yet thee, e’em thee, the destined hour 

Shall summon from thy airy tower, 
Rapid iri prone descent; 

Methinks. Ivee thee downward borne, - 

With flaccid rides that droop forlorn, 
Thy brenth etherial spent. 


Thus daring fancy’s plume sublime— 

‘Thus love's wright wings are clipp’d by time— 
Thus home, her eou) elate, 

Bxhales amid this grosser sir, 

‘Thos lightest hearts are bowed by care, 
And genius yields to fate. 





STANZA. 

fines these heroes of the pen 
War with women thus and men, 
Since their viewless arrows strike 
Every head and heart alikey 
Why ehould they have power to vex, 
Grieve, or injure either sex? 
‘Thus from post to pillar hanted, 
Wattenee tired and feelings Biunted— 


Keep your fame and conscience clear, 
Aad regardless of their frown, 
Laugh, or rather live them down; 

If encompassed with a skin 
Bomewhat sensitive and thin, 

At their stripes you ever winced, 
Steeled at length, at length convinced 
That, with many faults or few, 
(Since, what e’er you say or do, 
They are certain to condemn) 

You have no chance of pleasing them, 
Scorn to taste the poisoned chalice, 
Lifted to the lips by Malice: 

Let no slander? stir your bile, 

Read his libels with a smile, 

} Or unheeded on the shelf 

Let them lie, and—please pearl 
} 


———— 


ee ee 
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